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itself in his liver. Marcellinus describes how the double edge
of the blade cut his hands when he endeavoured to withdraw
it. He was carried dying to his tent, where he made a long and
exemplary death-bed oration, and died in the middle of a
metaphysical discussion with his private philosophers on the
nature of the soul.

His army had fared badly in this last battle, and now, unable
to pass the Jebel, they began a ghastly retreat westwards,
starved and harassed by the Persians. A remnant of them
reached the Tigris at a point near Samarra, crossed it at Dour,
and eventually reappeared on their own frontier at Circes-
sium. Julian was buried beside the limpid waters of the
Cydnus at Tarsus, the Cilician city to which he had been
driven the previous year by the taunts of Antioch. Such was
the depressing end of one of the most vainglorious and futile
exploits in the history of Iraq.

Julian's successor Jovian was compelled to make an igno-
minious treaty with Sapor, signing away Singara, Nisbis and
Armenia. The Euphrates was again the eastern limit of the
Roman Empire, and the line of fortress-cities became more
and more conclusively the frontier between East and West.
So things remained for nearly a century, during which the
contacts between Rome and Persia were few, and the story
of the Sassanian kings correspondingly obscure.

Of the third Sapor we know something from his rock-
sculptures at Tak-i-Bustan, near Kirmanshah. Yezdegerd,
called ' the Wicked', started systematic persecution of
Christians, and during the reign of a second king of that name
the first Christian massacre on a large scale took place at
Kirkuk. Bahram Gor it is hard to think of except as * that
great hunter' of Omar Khayyam's quatrain. It is not in fact
until the time of Kobad that the end of the peace with Rome
brings Iraq again into the light of classical history.

Kobad waged two successive and quite separate wars with
Rqme. The first, in which he found himself opposed to the
Emperor Anastasius, began and ended with an attack on
Amida, one of the longest and bitterest sieges in its history.
Every known device for defence or attack was in turn resorted
to. * The garrison caught the blows of Kobad's rams on reed
mattresses, and greased the drawbridges of his wooden towers
so effectively that the stormers could riot cross.' One must